
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 31 October 2017] 

 p5087c-5087c 
Mr Peter Tinley 

 [1] 

BATTLE OF BEERSHEBA — COMMEMORATION 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.08 pm]: I rise to commemorate those 
Australian soldiers involved in the Battle of Beersheba 100 years ago today. 

For the benefit of members, Beersheba anchored the end of a forty-three-kilometre defensive line running 
east-south-east from Gaza on the Mediterranean Sea to the eastern side of Beersheba. At dawn on 31 October 1917, 
two British units launched an attack on Beersheba to try to outflank the Turkish lines, as frontal attacks on Gaza 
had thus far proven unsuccessful. By midafternoon, it was evident that little progress had been made towards the 
town and the vital water wells it contained. As a result, the commander of the Desert Mounted Corps ordered the 
4th and 12th Australian Light Horse Regiments to attack the town from the east. This was the first time the 
Australian Light Horse was used purely as a cavalry unit. What is more, they did not have the swords required for 
a true cavalry offensive and, in Australian fashion, improvised, riding with their bayonets in their hands. Starting 
their run some six kilometres from the trenches and experiencing machine-gun fire directed at them from three 
kilometres, the Australian Light Horse charged over the front trench, the main trench, and then continued into the 
town, capturing nearly all of the vital wells, as well as 700 prisoners. Some men dismounted on the way to engage 
in hand-to-hand combat with the Turkish soldiers occupying the trenches. In all, 31 members of the 4th and 
12th Australian Light Horse were killed, with a similar number wounded. Members, let us not forget the other 
veterans of the Middle East and African campaigns. More than 70 of the famous Waler horses were also killed 
that day. In fact, Australia sent 122 000 horses overseas, but by war’s end there were only 11 037 listed with the 
Australian Light Horse units in the Middle East, and none made it back to Australia. 

The capture of Beersheba was critical and a turning point in the Middle East, with Gaza falling the following week 
and Jerusalem just over a month later. The fact it has never become part of the national story like Gallipoli or the 
Somme may be owing to something so simple as there not being a war correspondent travelling with them. The 
charge of the Light Horse at Beersheba, which is in present-day Israel, was a major strategic victory in the 
First World War. Today we remember the brave men of the 4th and 12th Australian Light Horse, as well as others 
on both sides of the battlefield, especially those who paid the ultimate price. Lest we forget. 
 


	BATTLE OF BEERSHEBA — COMMEMORATION
	Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues


